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by a fleet of 500 ships, under William Longsword,
earl of Salisbury, and with the aid of the count of
Boulogne was almost entirely destroyed. Philip was
compelled to return to France; and the tide of invasion
turned against him.
In July 1213 John prepared to go to Poitou, where
the barons were as ready to rise against Philip as they
had been to harass his Angevin predecessors. He was
delayed by new troubles at home, but when at length a
temporary peace was made he sent money to William of
Salisbury and the troops in Flanders, and on February 2,
1214, himself crossed to Poitou and landed at La Eochelle,
where the barons did homage and vowed their easy
fealty. With the strange change of fortune which is so
characteristic of these wars, he at first carried all before
him. He stormed the castle of Miravent, and brought
Geoffrey of Lezinan to sore straits. He won over even
the count of Marche whom he had so deeply wronged.
He crossed the Loire, won a battle near Nantes, took
Angers, and besieged La Eoche-aux-moines. Philip,
already occupied in Flanders, could not himself meet
this new attack. He sent his son Louis, a young
warrior with all a young warrior's energy. At the news
of his coming the fickle Poitevins declared that they
could not dare a pitched battle, and John was obliged to
retreat. Louis had himself been unwilling to engage,
though he had an army of 2000 horse and 7000 iooi,
but when he heard of the retreat he turned to pursue.
No decisive action, however, seems to have taken place,
though William the Breton (who was with Philip in
Flanders at the time) declares that Louis drove John
back in disorder across the Loire.